It is disappointing that a monograph published in 1965 on immune renal disease should contain no reference of any kind either to homotransplantation or to the remarkable similarity of a chemically (amino-nucleoside) induced lesion to some forms of experimental nephritis.
The remainder of the book is taken up with very poorly documented personal experimentsinterwoven with discussion. The final chapter is on nephro-omentopexy which shows the benefit of 'carbonadoing' a kidney and wrapping it in omentum to reduce the progressive nature of experimental nephritis. This procedure apparently in itself results in nothing but good to a kidney. The 'experimental' section is sadly out of touch with many aspects of renal disease and perpetuates errors such as the presence of 'dysproteinoemia' to explain certain aspects of heavy proteinuria in glomerulonephritis.
One This is the record of a symposium held in Cambridge during June 1965. Some 31 participants, if the Chairman be included, met to discuss their experimental and therapeutic experiences with the methylhydrazine derivative for which the manufacturers have suggested the name ibenzmethyzin. These symposia have become a familiar feature of the pharmacological engagement book, and their pattern is already stereotyped. The current publication clings stubbornly to the established tradition, even to the extent of prompting the question whether it is worthwhile to produce such ephemeral matter in such an expensive form. Ibenzmethyzin or p-(Nl methylhydrazinomethyl)-N-isopropyl benzamide hydrochloride was an offshoot from a programme devised to study monoamine oxidase inhibitors, and was synthesized first in 1963. It was shown to have an inhibitory effect on certain animal tumours as well as on rapidly proliferating tissues such as the germinal epithelium, hair follicles and hmmopoietic organs and to possess some immunosuppressive action. Its antineoplastic effects appear to differ from those of other cytotoxic drugs: they are shown by inhibition of mitosis and a high incidence of chromatid breaks. There is no cross-resistance between ibenzmethyzin and other antitumour compounds.
During the two years since its synthesis, the place of ibenzmethyzin in practical therapeutics has been defined. It is capable of inducing remission in about 60 % ofpatients with Hodgkin's disease. The remissions average some four months in duration, but it should be said that it is commonly used in the later stages of the disease. It is far less frequently of benefit in lymphosarcoma and hardly ever in 'solid' tumours. These points, are underlined by the participants in this symposium, who all conclude that the drug has a place in the treatment of Hodgkin's disease. RONALD It is clearly written and profusely illustrated. Many of the coloured plates are excellent but unfortunately others are so small and so lacking in definition that in spite of the descriptive captions they are of little value.
Certainly in a future edition some of the illustrations should be improved. For instance, in Fig 12 on page 25 also needs amendmentthe maddox rod should be shown with its grooves disposed horizontally not vertically, in order to give a vertical streak of light as shown in the picture. However, these are relatively small points of criticism of a book the chief merit of which is that it so effectively underlines the things that really matter in clinical ophthalmology. The chapters on glaucoma and toxicology of the eye are especially good and so are the opening chapters on the optical mechanisms of the eye and the principles of binocular vision, although in the latter it was a little disturbing to find orthoptics referred to as mainly a matter of exercising the extra-ocular muscles.
It is a pity that some printers' errors have been missed, but the book has been well planned and should, by reason of its small size, be useful to any doctor who needs a book on ophthalmology for rapid reference. We look forward to further editions.
T KEITH LYLE

Community Health: Its Needs and Resources edited by John D Porterfield MD ppxii+250 35s New York & London: Basic Books 1966
This book contains 20 papers based on a series of lectures, broadcast by the Voice of America, which explained to lay people the practice of public health in the United States. All the contributors are well known in their fields. The subjects covered include control of the environment, control of communicable diseases, chronic diseases, mental illness and mental retardation, maternal and child health, nutrition, vital statistics, health education and the organization of medical care services. Some of the contributors treat their subjects too superficially to make any lasting impression, and a few, irritatingly but no doubt unintentionally, give the impression that the very best in the United States is, in fact, typical. To the reviewer the four most interesting chapters were 'Community Health Services' written by the editor, 'Vital Statisticsthe Accounting of Health' by Paul Densen, 'Health Education' by George Rosen and 'Clinical Care and its Provisions' by Cecil Sheps. Dr Porterfield, in his contribution, gives a useful definition of public health: 'It deals with sanitation and the control of communicable diseases, the provision of food and of water in adequate amounts and of good quality, the provision of medical care, the relief of disability and destitution, and either the prevention of the first condition of illness or the amelioration of its worst lengths and consequences; it concerns itself with these considerations while the population group involved goes blithely along, creating new difficulties for itself and for the protection of its health.' Professor Abse gives a very comprehensive account of hysteria, using many case histories and photographs some of which derive from his period as an Army psychiatrist in India.
He does not confine himself narrowly to this one condition, but encompasses hypnoid states, schizophrenia, Gilles de la Tourette syndrome, accident proneness, psychosomatic disease, and psychotherapy, as well as elucidating the origin of symbols, affects and language.
It is stated in the introduction that an important aim of this book is to clarify the clinical methods by which a diagnosis of hysteria can be made in short-contact work. Professor Abse interprets the symptom, and uses the interpretation in differential diagnosis. Specifically he states (p 14) that identifying a symptom as regressive will help to separate hysteria from malingering, whilst the distinction from depersonalization becomes easier (p 107) when one bears in mind that in the latter condition '. . . we have the law of the superego entering the ego. The defensive selfobservation with the internalised threat of negation of ego experience, the strangulation of affects, and the reversal of pleasurable to unpleasant bodily sensations are prominent features largely subtended by the increment in supergo activity'.
Those who adhere to psychoanalytic principles will no doubt find this intellectually stimulating, though some of them may deprecate the author's liking for hypnosisin which he is clearly extremely ableas a diagnostic and therapeutic aid. It is unlikely, however, that the general psychiatrist will feel that this approach, valuable as it may be, will ease his task. The preparation of this monograph was begun in October 1963 with the intention that it should be published in the journal Monographs in the Surgical Sciences. It was completed shortly before the death of the author, Dr Henry Milch, and the editor of the journal decided that it should be published separately as a monograph.
In the early chapters the various osteotomies of the upper end of the femur are described and reviewed historically. The later chapters are devoted to a description and consideration of the resection-angulation osteotomy for which the author was world-famous. He admits that the procedure is not ideal in that the femoral head and neck are sacrificed, but claims that the results achieved surpass those of many other hip operations. It is particularly valuable as a salvage operation when other hip procedures have failed, and it also has a place in the treatment of ankylosis of the hips in Marie-Striumpell disease, fracture-dislocation and tuberculous arthritis. There is no doubt that the results are gratifying, but nevertheless the procedure is employed by only a small band of enthusiasts, of whom Dr Milch was one. For those interested in this operation the monograph is well worth reading.
